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DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS AID 
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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH MINISTER OF PLANNING SULTAN ALI KISHTMAND 

REFS: A. KABUL 4614 B. STATE 182002 

1 . SUMMARY. ACCOMPANIED BY THE AID DIRECTOR. I CALLED ON 
MINISTER OF PLANNING SULTAN ALI KISHTMAND ON JULY 19. WE 
INDICATED OUR WILLINGNESS TO SIGN AGREEMENTS ON THE HELMAND 
VALLEY AND INTEGRATED WHEAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS. AND DISCUSSED 
THE ANTI-OPIUM CULTIVATION AGREEMENT FOR THE AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT BANK CREDIT, THE PROPOSED AFGHAN FIVE-YEAR PLAN. 

AND AID PARTICIPATION IN IBRD PROJECTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCOMPANIED BY THE AID DIRECTOR. I MADE MY INITIAL CALL ON 
MINISTER OF PLANNING SULTAN ALI KISHTMAND ON JULY 19. THE FOCUS 
OF OUR MEETING WAS U.S. ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS IN AFGHANISTAN. 

3. 1 AFFIRMED TO THE MINISTER THAT. AS UNDER SECRETARY 
NEWSOM HAD TOLD PRESIDENT TARAKI AND FOREIGN MINISTER AMIN, 

THE U.S. WAS PREPARED TO SIGN THE CENTRAL HELMAND VALLEY 
DRAINAGE AGREEMENT FOR $3,151,000. 1 EXPRESSED OUR WILLINGNESS 
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TO CONCLUDE THE AGREEMENT AS SOON AS IT WAS CONVENIENT FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT. 

4. 1 ALSO INFORMED THE MINISTER THAT AUTHORIZATION FROM WASHING- 
TON TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR THE INTEGRATED WHEAT DEVELOP- 
MENT PROJECT HAD BEEN RECEIVED (REFTEL B). I EXPLAINED 

THAT THESE ADDITIONAL FUNDS WOULD BE NECESSARY TO PROCEED 
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WITH PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION AS SOON AS THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT 
COMPLETED CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE MIDDLE AMERICAN 
INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURE CONSORTIUM (MIAC). THE MINISTER SAID 
THIS PROJECT HAD BEEN REVIEWED BY THE CABINET AND A DECISION 
HAD BEEN TAKEN TO GO AHEAD WITH IT. HE SAID THAT SOME CONCERN 
HAD BEEN EXPRESSED IN THE CABINET REGARDING THE LOCATION OF 
THE PROJECT IN BAGHLAN, AND THAT PERHAPS THIS WAS NOT THE BEST 
SITE FOR THE PROJECT. THE MINISTER SUGGESTED THAT ALTERNATIVE 
REGIONS BE CONSIDERED AND MENTIONED THE HELM AND VALLEY AS A 
POSSIBLE SITE. HE INDICATED THAT THIS WAS NOT A CONDITION 
FOR PROCEEDING WITH THE PROJECT, BUT SOMETHING THEY WOULD LIKE 
TO EXPLORE WITH US. I SAID THAT WE WOULD HAVE OUR TECHNICAL 
PEOPLE DISCUSS THE REASONS FOR THE SELECTION OF BAGHLAN AS 
THE PROJECT SITE WITH THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE. 

5. 1 EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THE COOPERATION WE ARE RECEIVING 
FROM THE DRA AND THE GENERALLY SATISFACTORY PROGRESS WHICH IS 
BEING MADE WITH AID PROJECTS. I NOTED THAT ONE EXCEPTION 
TO THIS IS THE FIVE MILLION DOLLARS CREDIT TO THE AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT BANK WHICH HAS APPARENTLY REACHED A BUREAUCRATIC 
IMPASSE BECAUSE OF THE LANGUAGE IN THE POPPY SIDE LETTER. 

FAILURE TO RESOLVE THIS PROBLEM IS PREVENTING THE RELEASE OF 
FUNDS FOR THE PROJECT. THE MINISTER MADE A NOTE AND PROMISED 
TO CONTACT THE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT BANK AND THE MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO RESOLVE THE MATTER. FYI. TEN MINUTES AFTER 
WE LEFT THE MINISTER'S OFFICE, THE EMBASSY RECEIVED A PHONE 
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CALL FROM MAROOFI, MFA, SAYING THAT THE PROBLEM HAD BEEN RESOLVED 
AND THAT WE WOULD BE RECEIVING A LETTER TO THIS EFFECT. END FYI. 

6. THE AID DIRECTOR MENTIONED THAT THE IBRD HAD JUST APPROACHED 
AID TO ASK IF IT WOULD BE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING IN THE 
BANK'S INTEGRATED RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT IN WARDAK AND GHAZNI 
PROVINCES. THE TOTAL COST OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT HAD INCREASED 
TO AN ESTIMATED $28 MILLION OF WHICH THE IBRD WILL FINANCE 
$15 MILLION, AND WILL REQUIRE AN ADDITIONAL FIVE OR SIX MILLION 
DOLLARS FROM FOREIGN SOURCES. THE AID DIRECTOR ASKED THE MINISTER 
HIS VIEWS ON THIS MATTER. THE MINISTER SAID HE WAS NOT FAMILIAR 
WITH THE ISSUE, BUT WOULD CHECK AND GET BACK TO US. SUBSEQUENTLY. 
MR. SULEIMANZAI, PRESIDENT OF THE RURAL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT, 
CONFIRMED HIS DEPARTMENT'S DESIRE THAT AID PARTICIPATE. 
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DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS AID 

7. 1 INQUIRED ABOUT THE PROGRESS OF THE NEW FIVE-YEAR PLAN. 

THE MINISTER SAID THEY WERE JUST AT THE CONCEPTUAL STAGE AND 
THAT IT WOULD NOT BE READY FOR SOME TIME. HE STATED THE PRINCIPAL 
EMPHASIS OF THE PLAN WILL BE EITHER ON INDUSTRY OR AGRICULTURE. 
THE MINISTER ASKED THE U.S. TO COOPERATE IN THE PREPARATION 
OF THE PLAN BY INDICATING PROJECTS WE WOULD BE WILLING TO 
FINANCE AND THE LEVEL OF U.S. ASSISTANCE THAT COULD BE EXPECTED. 
THE AID DIRECTOR EXPLAINED OUR BUDGETING AND PROJECT APPROVAL 
PROCESS. WE EXPRESSED OUR WILLINGNESS TO COOPERATE WITH THE 
MINISTRY TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE IN IDENTIFYING SECTORS AND 
ACTIVITIES WHICH MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE FOR U.S. ASSISTANCE. 

8. COMMENT: THE MEETING WAS PLEASANT AND FRIENDLY. THE 
MINISTER SEEMED MORE FAMILIAR WITH U.S. ASSISTANCE PROJECTS AND 
KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT U.S. PROCEDURES THAN ON THE EARLIER CALL 
(REFTEL A) AMBASSADOR ELIOT AND THE AID DIRECTOR MADE ON HIM. 

THE PRINCIPAL PROBLEM WHICH CROPPED UP DURING THE MEETING WAS 
THE POSSIBLE AFGHAN DESIRE TO CHANGE THE LOCATION OF THE INTE- 
GRATED WHEAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT FROM BAGHLAN TO ANOTHER SITE. 
THE CONCERN OF THE MINISTER MAY REFLECT DRA APPREHENSION ABOUT 
HAVING AN AMERICAN PROJECT LOCATED NORTH OF THE HINDU KUSH 
MOUNTAINS. 
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9. SUBSEQUENT TO THE MEETING, WE HEARD FROM THE INDIAN 
EMBASSY THAT THE PLANNING MINISTER IS TO GO TO NEW DELHI AS 
AMBASSADOR. THIS REPORT IS AS YET UNCONFIRMED. 

DUBS 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETINGS, SULTAN 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 23 jul 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978KABUL05930 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780302-0669 
Format: TEL 
From: KABUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780729/aaaaayoz.tel 

Line Count: 168 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: b446f96d-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 KABUL 4614 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1913223 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MEETING WITH MINISTER OF PLANNING SULTAN ALI KISHTMAND 
TAGS: EAID, AF, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b446f96d-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



